
OF THE SPACE INDUSTRYON THE FRONTIER



New Mexico has long been at the forefront of innovation and the state’s vibrant and 
rapidly growing space industry is no different. New Mexico’s unique set of research 

laboratories, high concentrations of relevant talent, one-of-a-kind testing facilities, and 
world-class manufacturing climate has put the state at the forefront of the space industry.

NEW MEXICO IS A LEADER IN THE SPACE INDUSTRY

JUST SOME OF OUR INNOVATORS

New Mexico’s strong pool of available talent, plentiful land and low commercial and residential real 
estate costs, strategic location, and business-friendly environment puts it at the front of the pack 
for advanced manufacturing locations. In addition, the state is a tremendous location specifically for 
manufacturers in the space and satellite industries; many of the leading defense contractors have a 
presence in New Mexico, giving companies access to key contracts. 

In addition, New Mexico’s long-standing support for the industry has created an abundance of testing 
and R&D facilities.  This rich history as the center for cutting edge innovators and research has helped 
to develop the highly skilled talent pool that companies in these industries need. Combine the talent 
supply with a business-friendly environment, the lowest effective corporate income tax rate for 
manufacturing, a strong employment and operating cost advantage, and you have a truly unique value 
proposition for companies.

We’re Ready for Launch
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R&D Facilities

Advanced Manufacturing 
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Cost-Effective Pro-
Business Environment



Ideum makes interactive 
multitouch tables and video 
display walls for museums, 
businesses, and institutions 
worldwide. They are expanding 
to a new office and hiring 12 
more employees, bringing the 
total to 57 employees. 

New Mexico’s long history of attracting leading scientific 
innovators has led to the development of very high 
concentrations of talent in the STEM fields essential to the 
space industry. Of the 2.2 million New Mexicans, 876,000 
are in the civilian workforce, and of these, almost 36,000 
are in the computer, mathematical, and engineering 
occupations. The proportion of New Mexico’s workforce 
employed in the sciences is 1.7 times higher than in the U.S. 
overall, and employment in engineering is 1.5 times higher 
than nationally. This higher than average concentration of 
STEM workforce is in part thanks to the state’s history as 
a world-class research center; it’s home to a host of R&D 
institutes including two national Department of Energy Labs 
(Sandia and Los Alamos) and the Airforce Research Lab.

Additionally, there is a very strong pipeline of new talent 
coming from its universities and colleges; over 133,000 
students (~7% of the state’s population) are enrolled in its 
higher educational institutions. New Mexico is home to 
four comprehensive 4-year universities, seven independent community colleges, three cooperative 
education sites and many specialized learning facilities that all work together to ensure a robust 
pipeline of new talent throughout the state.

Talent

Our Universities
New Mexico State University has a world-class reputation as an innovation hub and R&D 
leader in space and aerospace. NMSU is home to the Physical Science Laboratory (PSL), a 

400-person research center that partners with corporations and government agencies to develop 
trained specialists and offers student opportunities to work in the field. PSL is a world-recognized 
leader in sub-orbital platforms, information modeling for predictive decision making, specialized 
intelligence community support, advanced NASA scientific exploration and experimentation, 
homeland security sensing and detection technologies, and advanced weapons and countermeasures 
development and testing.



New Mexico is home to two national Department of Energy Labs (Sandia and Los Alamos) and the 
Airforce Research Lab, all of which conduct R&D for the space industry; three Air Force bases; and four 
aerospace testing facilities with access to the restricted air space in southern New Mexico, NMSU’s 
Physical Science Laboratory, NMSU and FAA’s Unmanned Aircraft Systems Flight Test Site, NASA’s 
White Sands test facility, and the world’s first purpose-built commercial spaceport, Spaceport America. 

Research Institutions and Testing Facilities

New Mexico Tech is highly ranked nationally and is dedicated to advancing science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics through research, education, and innovation. NMT has 
more than a dozen research divisions that work with private industry, government agencies, and 
other universities to contribute ground-breaking research to the scientific community and the world of 
industry, science, and engineering. For the second year in a row, College Factual ranked New Mexico 
Tech the best college in terms of cost and value in both Engineering and Physics. NMT also repeated 
its number one ranking in Chemical Engineering and Mechanical Engineering while remaining in the 
top 2% among all universities in Computer Science and in the top 2% in Physical Sciences.

The University of New Mexico is a 
comprehensive, Carnegie–designated 

Research 1 University and is the nation’s only flagship 
state university that is also a Hispanic Serving 
Institution.  UNM is a place where cutting–edge 
research and creative endeavors flourish. Among 
the university’s outstanding research units are: The 
Center for Advanced Research Computing, Cancer 
Center, New Mexico Engineering Research Institute, 
Center for High Technology Materials, Design 
Planning Assistance Center, and the Mind Research 
Network. In 2009, UNM found the Aerospace Institute 
which serves as a statewide clearinghouse for 
aerospace technology development, economic development, education, and training.

FOR INNOVATION CAPACITY*

NEW MEXICO WAS RATED IN THE

*According to ITIF’s “2017 State New Economy Index”
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The Space Rapid Capabilities Office (RCO) is part of SMC 
and also located at Kirtland AFB in New Mexico. The 
Space RCO will be modeled after the Air Force Rapid 
Capabilities Office, which seeks to quickly develop and 
produce prototypes. The mission of the Space RCO is to (1) 
to contribute to the development of low–cost rapid reaction 
payloads, busses, launch, and launch control capabilities in 
order to fulfill joint military operational requirements for on–
demand space support and reconstitution, (2) to coordinate 
the execution of space rapid capabilities across the DoD 
with respect to planning, acquisition, and operations; and (3) to rapidly develop and field new classified 
space capabilities. In light of the second mission area, the Space RCO coordinates across the DoD to 
achieve its mission. The Space RCO’s physical footprint at Kirtland will likely be increased by as many 
as 75 military, civilian, and contractor personnel throughout 2020. 

The Airforce Research Laboratory (AFRL) has two 
directorates that support space research development 
at Kirtland AFB in New Mexico and have a combined 
budget of $384M with 851 civilian and military 
employees. AFRL is a scientific research organization 
dedicated to leading the nation’s discovery, 
development, and integration of warfighting technologies 
for air, space and cyberspace. AFRL–NM, located at the 
Kirtland Air Force Base in Albuquerque, is home to the 
Directed Energy and Space Vehicles Directorates. 

The Space Vehicles Directorate is the U.S. Air Force’s Center of Excellence for space technology 
research and development. Its mission is to develop and transition high pay–off space technologies to 
provide the military with space–based capabilities. Areas of major importance include space–based 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, space situational awareness, space communications, 
position navigation and timing, and defense of space assets and space superiority. 

NEW MEXICO WAS RANKED

in non-industry 
investment in 
research and 
development

Airforce Research Laboratory (AFRL)

Space Rapid Capabilities Office (RCO)



The Space & Missiles Center is the development center 
of the Air Force Space Command and has its Advanced 
Systems and Development Directorate at Kirtland AFB in 
New Mexico. SMC is responsible for the Global Positioning 
System (GPS), military satellite communications, defense 
meteorological satellites, space launch and range systems, 
satellite control networks, space–based infrared systems 
and space situational awareness capabilities. 

The Space & Missiles Center (SMC) 

Los Alamos National Laboratory applies world– changing 
science and technology to current and emerging national 
and global security challenges and welcomes a diverse 
workforce of 9,000 that ensures the talent necessary for 
success. LANL has designed, built, and analyzed data from 
instrumentation for space missions both near and far for 
more than 50 years. Today, the Intelligence and Space Research Division continues the Laboratory’s 
legacy of ensuring our nation’s security, discovering the processes that govern space environments, 
studying the composition of planetary bodies, and capturing the most distant, most powerful cosmic 
explosions. Los Alamos has flown about 400 instruments comprising more than 1,400 sensors on more 
than 200 total launches. 

Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL)

Sandia National Laboratories employs nearly 11,000 employees, 6% of which are students and 52% of 
are involved in R&D. Sandia has five major program portfolios; Space Mission is a program within these 
portfolios that delivers sensing solutions to address a wide range of complex, national security issues 
in space. Another program of importance to space is Surveillance and Reconnaissance (S&R) which 
designs, tests, and integrates cutting–edge technology to demonstrate, field, and support high–impact 
S&R systems for the end–user. The S&R program was developed from Sandia’s nuclear weapons radar 
capability, which led to Sandia’s initial development of Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) systems for 
non–proliferation missions more than 25 years ago. Sandia has a long history delivering innovation and 
unprecedented performance in groundbreaking radar systems, algorithms, and technologies. 

Sandia National Laboratories

In 2019 Virgin Galactic made 
the decision to move the 
remainder of its operations 
to Spaceport America and 
New Mexico. The move will 
include relocating more than 
100 employees in preparation 
for a mid-2020 first ever 
commercial space flight. 



Spaceport America is a world–class facility providing unique and compelling advantages for testing 
and commercial operations. The facility is located in Southern New Mexico, is adjacent to the U.S. 
Army White Sands Missile Range (WSMR) and has already attracted some of the most respected 

companies in the space industry, including Virgin Galactic, its anchor tenant. Spaceport America’s 
unique location offers multiple advantages to commercial space entrepreneurs seeking a location for 

engineering, manufacturing, testing, and launching:

Spaceport America

18,000 acres in a remote, sparsely populated area with optionally restricted airspace that minimizes 
public exposure and protects proprietary technology. 

Access to 6,000 square miles of restricted airspace from surface to unlimited altitudes means that 
operations and testing can occur without having to plan around commercial air traffic.

A 12,500-foot runway. 

Excellent weather conditions, with low humidity that reduces corrosion – over 340 days of sunshine.

4,600 feet closer to space! High desert elevation of 4,600 feet above sea level – increased payload capacity.

Newly completed FAA–licensed horizontal and vertical launch areas.

Affordable leases and reasonable fees for all users ranging from minimal support to maxi- mum support, 
for those requiring a full suite of operational support.

Campuses on both the north and east sides of the state that are open and site–ready for tenancy for 
flight test campaigns and innovative developments.

Resident Level III security officers, emergency management & paramedic–qualified first responders.

IT team available 24/7 to safeguard customer equipment and activities.

Streamlined policies, capable in–house teams, and partnerships with U.S. Army White Sands Missile 
Range allows Spaceport America SA to meet unique demands and source equipment, materials, and 
capabilities on an á la carte basis at favorable rates.

Optimally configurable transmitting/receiving stations throughout the 18,000 acres, benefiting from 
unobstructed low horizons and line–of–sight observations with available EM/ RF spectrum. 

Facilitated access to DoD frequencies as necessary, connections to ubiquitous, mobile high– bandwidth 
WiFi on–site, and leverage robust fiber backbone for dedicated external circuits at 1 GBPS and beyond.



To learn more about how New Mexico can help your business succeed, contact 
The New Mexico Partnership.  The Partnership is designated by the state to be the 
single-point-of-contact for helping businesses locate in New Mexico and can provide 
expertise on talent, critical infrastructure, educational and R&D institutions, real estate 
and facilities, incentives, and all the other factors that go into a business location 
decision. Contact Melinda Allen, VP of Business Development, by phone at 
(505) 377-4123 or by e-mail at MAllen@NMPartnership.com.

CONTACT US

www.NMPartnership.com (505) 247-8500info@NMPartnership.com


