
Albuquerque, New Mexico, May 2018 – Timy Fairfield spent the first 
part of his life as a competitive athlete, earning medals in the X-Games and 
competing in the International Federation of the Rock Climbing World Cup. 
His first company, Futurist Climbing Consultants, was started nine years ago 
and now is one of the nation’s premiere rock climbing gym consulting 
companies. His company also installs rock walls and flooring for custom gyms 
around the country. 

“People don’t normally think of locating lifestyle companies here (in New 
Mexico) but they should. There are a lot of reasons. I see a lot of people 
who move here because it’s both affordable and beautiful.” says Fairfield. 

In 2017, Fairfield and some business partners started their newest venture, 
Chalk Cartel. Chalk Cartel sells high-quality chalk and is an essential tool for 
serious rock climbers. In just one year, the company has watched as their retail 
sales have steadily increased. Chalk Cartel now has retailers in 14 states and 
four countries and several climbing gym chains now exclusively carrying the 
company’s chalk.

“We are already a global brand, even though it’s small,” Fairfield says. When asked about the name, Chalk Cartel, Fairfield 
explained, “When we went to climb in the 1980s and 1990s, they stopped us for smuggling. It was just the chalk in our bags. 
Everyone who climbs has had their bags torn apart.” In a nod to the name, the company sells its climber chalk in “quarter” 
and “kilo” size orders. Its website is full of Easter eggs, leading to fun 1990s rap videos or funny vintage outtakes referencing 
the cartel culture.

Rock climbing is quickly becoming an international adventure sport, and will be an exhibition sport at the 2022 Olympic 
Games in Beijing. Today, there are more than 600 climbing gyms in North America, and 40 more are currently under 
construction. With the rapid growth of the sport, Fairfield and his team are seeing an increase in demand for quality chalk. 
Participants in outdoor sports tend to be environmentally and socially conscious. “They don’t want to leave litter at climbing 
spots and they don’t want to destroy the environment,” says Fairfield. “Chalk Cartel bags, inks and labels are all printed on 
biodegradable materials.” 

For more on Chalk Cartel or Futurist Climbing Consultants, visit www.chalkcartel.com or www.futuristclimbing.com
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