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New Mexico Partnership Executive Outreach Event During Intersolar 

North America in San Francisco Well Attended and Successful 
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 As a global leader in pure energy inno-
vation, New Mexico continues to draw 
international attention to the Land of 
Enchantment.  The New Mexico Part-
nership has taken actions and adopted 
substantive policy measures to stimu-
late development of solar power pro-
jects throughout the state. Those initia-
tives as well as an aggressive business 
recruiting strategy have effectively po-
sitioned the state as a focal point for 
this rapidly emerging industry. 
  One such strategy is the hosting of 
Executive Outreach Events at confer-
ences and exhibitions focused around 
renewable energy.   
 
July 13-15, the New Mexico Partner-
ship attended and exhibited at Interso-
lar North America 2010 Conference in 
San Francisco. The Partnership staff 
along with representatives from the 
Otero County Development Council 
(OCEDC), Mesilla Valley Economic 
Development Alliance (MVEDA), Albu-
querque Economic Development 
(AED), Economic Development Corpo-
ration of Lea County  (EDCLC) and 
Mesa del Sol walked the show in order 
to develop new relationships and revisit 
previous relationships formed during 
Intersolar Munich.     
 
On the evening of July 14, the NM 
Partnership hosted a “Solar Executive 
Outreach Event”  This outreach event 
was generously sponsored by Otero 

County Economic Development Corpo-
ration, Mesilla Valley Economic Devel-
opment Alliance, Albuquerque Eco-
nomic Development, Economic Devel-
opment Corporation of Lea County, 
Mesa del Sol, SCHOTT Solar and Em-
core Corporation. 
 
Dr. Gerry Fine kicked off the event with 
a keynote address discussing New 
Mexico’s continued momentum in form-
ing a renewable energy cluster in New 
Mexico. He talked about SCHOTT’s 
experiences and successes in doing 
business in New Mexico.  In true New 
Mexico style the guests were enter-
tained by an amazing flamenco show 
to end the evening. 
 
Over 100 industry executives and site 
consultants showed up to learn more 
about New Mexico. Often times the re-
turn on investment for these events 
can be difficult to track.  However, the 
New Mexico Partnership has already 
had a few leads from the event and the 
conference.   
 
Our sincere thanks to our sponsors 
and guests from New Mexico who 
made this yet another successful New 
Mexico event.  
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New Mexico Partnership Board of Directors Participates in Board Retreat, 
August 9-10, 2010 
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  The New Mexico Partner-
ship’s Board of Directors par-
ticipated in a Board Retreat in 
Albuquerque during August 9-
10.   
  All nonprofit boards should 
have a board retreat at least 
once a year. This is the prime 
opportunity to discuss matters 
of importance in-depth and 
without normal board busi-
ness that gobbles up almost 
all meetings.  Chairman Este-
van Gonzales coordinated this 
year’s retreat with the end 
goal of coming up with a 
“Guide for Board Members.” 
  This year’s retreat focused 
on board development, orien-
tation of new board members, 
strategic planning, leadership 
and board/staff relationships.   
  Lisa Hardison, President & 
CEO of the Economic Devel-
opment Corporation of Lea 
County, served as the meet-
ing facilitator and did an ex-
ceptional job of keeping the 
board on task.   

  The New Mexico Partnership 
Board of Directors is made up 
of one economic development 
representative and one pri-
vate sector businessperson 
from each of the seven plan-
ning & development districts.  
The Cabinet Secretary of Eco-
nomic Development also 
serves on the board as a des-
ignee.  Members are ap-
pointed by the Governor and 
serve co-terminus with him or 
her. 
  Our current board is a dy-
namic and talented group of 
people from around the state 
who volunteer their time to 
serve.  They are as follows: 
Chairman Estevan Gonza-
les—Santa Fe (Business); 
Vice Chairman Sean Or-
mand—Silver City (Economic 
Development); Secretary 
Gary Tonjes—Albuquerque 
(Economic Development); 
Treasurer Chase Gentry y—
Clovis; Patricia Chavez—
Albuquerque (Business); Bob 

J. Donnell—Roswell 
(Economic Development); 
Chuck Hamilton—Silver City 
(Business); Davin Lopez—Las 
Cruces (Economic Develop-
ment); Joseph Maestas—
Espanola (Business); Cabinet 
Secretary Fred Mondragón; 
Raymond Mondragon—Clovis 
(Economic Development); 
Sharmyn Munoz—Gallup 
(Business); Connie Sevier—
Lovington (Business); First 
Lieutenant Governor Mark 
Thompson-Pueblo of Acoma 
(Economic Development).  If 
these folks are in your neck of 
the woods, give them a pat on 
the back.  They believe in 
New Mexico and are helping 
to create jobs and move New 
Mexico forward. 
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Tourism Department Secretary Michael Cerletti Named State Tourism 

Director of the Year 
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The National Council of 
State Tourism Directors has 
named Michael Cerletti, Sec-
retary of the New Mexico 
Tourism Department, as 
State Tourism Director of the 
Year for 2010. 

  
The official announcement was made Tues-
day evening (August 10, 2010) during the 
awards banquet of the U.S. Travel Associa-
tion's Educational Seminar for Tourism Or-
ganizations (ESTO) in Savannah, Georgia. 
ESTO is a national forum where tourism desti-
nation professionals at the state, region and 
local level meet annually to acquire critical 
tools, tips and information to help them better 
market and grow their destinations.  
  
"Mike Cerletti is being recognized for being 
the best in the nation at what he does," said 
George Zimmermann, chair of the National 
Council of State Tourism Directors.  "His inno-
vative tourism marketing of the State of New 
Mexico has resulted in more dollars spent by 
visitors at New Mexico businesses, more jobs 
for New Mexico residents and more revenue 
for New Mexico." 
  
Candidates for State Tourism Director of the 
Year are nominated by all 56 state/territory 
tourism directors. Three finalists (Sec. Cer-
letti, Diane Shober of Wyoming, and John Ed-
man of Minnesota) were selected by a nomi-
nating committee. The membership then 
votes for the state director "who has truly ex-
celled in the position."   
  
"I am deeply honored, especially considering I 
was selected from among Diane and John," 

Sec. Cerletti said. "I accept this award on be-
half of the New Mexico Tourism Department, 
the industry and Gov. Bill Richardson, who 
has worked tirelessly on behalf of the indus-
try. It has been a privilege to have been a part 
of his administration the past eight years, and 
for the opportunity he has given me to serve 
the people of New Mexico."  
  
A native of San Francisco, Calif., Sec. Cerletti 
graduated from San Jose State University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree. Following 
his move to Santa Fe in 1974 with his wife, 
Helen, he was the managing partner and co 
developer of several hotels in Santa Fe, Albu-
querque and Los Alamos, including La 
Posada, Hotel St. Francis, and The Plaza 
Real, all in Santa Fe; La Posada de Albuquer-
que; and the Los Alamos Inn. 
  
Secretary Cerletti has held offices and has 
been a board member of numerous civic and 
statewide organizations including the New 
Mexico Lodging Association, the New Mexico 
Restaurant Association, the United Way of 
Santa Fe, the Santa Fe Opera, the Santa Fe 
Chamber of Commerce, the Tourism Associa-
tion of New Mexico and the Albuquerque Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau. He remains on 
the board of several of these and other or-
ganizations. 
  
 Please take a look at the expansion and re-
design of the Department's web site 
(www.newmexico.org) which encourages both 
public and tourism industry participation. 
  
 Congratulations Secretary Cerletti! 
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New Mexico Partnership Visits Over 600 Companies 

New Mexico JTIP Staff Hosts National Conference 

The National Asso-
ciation of Industry 
Specific Training Di-
rectors (NAISTD) will 
hold its annual meet-
ing in Santa Fe this 
year.  The meeting 
will take place Sep-
tember 26 – 
29.  NAISTD is a na-
tional organization 
made up of individu-
als who are respon-
sible for the state-
wide administration 
of their state-funded 
industry-specific 
training program in-
tended to promote or 
support economic 
development for new 
and/or existing busi-
nesses and indus-
tries.  The annual 
conference provides 
state job training pro-
gram directors the 

opportunity to net-
work with their peers, 
learn best practices 
and share experi-
ences.  Representa-
tives from member 
states are a cross-
section of specialists 
who work in employ-
ment and training, 
economic develop-
ment and higher 
education.  New 
Mexico’s incumbent 
worker training pro-
gram, Step Up, was 
based in part on in-
formation gained 
from attending the 
this valuable confer-
ence in previous 
years. 
 
In addition to infor-
mal networking, each 
state in attendance 
gives a formal pres-

entation on its pro-
grams.  These pres-
entations outline pro-
gram structure, 
budget, eligibility, 
services, accom-
plishments, and chal-
lenges.  Registered 
observers from re-
lated businesses, 
including site selec-
tors, provide feed-
back at the conclu-
sion of the program. 
 
Conference registra-
tion is available 
online at 
www.naistd.com. 
 
For more information 
contact Therese 
Varela, NAISTD 
President-Elect, at 
505-827-0323 or 
therese.varela@stat

help of Senior Consult-

ant, Jack Allston, they 

were able to secure 

over 10 appointments 

with a variety of compa-

nies including aero-

space/aviation; solar; 

manufacturing and 

some back office. 

On August 16, Clark 

Krause and Jonathan 

Clark of the New Mex-

ico Partnership em-

barked upon the first of 

many sales mission this 

fiscal year.  August’s 

sales mission took the 

guys to Southern Cali-

fornia where, with the 

These sales missions 

have proven to be suc-

cessful.  At the end of 

last fiscal year, the New 

Mexico Partnership had 

visited over 600 compa-

nies around the United 

States! 

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  
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Systems North America in Denver, August 24-26 

  Andrew Corona, 

Business Develop-

ment Manager at 

the New Mexico 

Partnership, will join 

representatives 

from Otero County, 

Mesilla Valley Eco-

nomic Development 

and Chaves County 

Economic Develop-

ment at the AUVSI 

Unmanned Systems 

North 2010 confer-

ence in Denver. 

AUVSI’s Un-

manned Systems 

North America 
2010 is the pre-

mier forum for 

reviewing, as-
sessing and dis-

cussing the suc-

cesses and short-
comings of cur-

rent unmanned 
systems. The 

conference, with 

an expected re-
cord turnout, will 

bring together 
the key leaders 

and decision-

makers in the in-
dustry. Officials 

from government 
and user organi-

zations around 
the world will be 

in attendance and 

participating in 
the symposium 

program. 
Conference or-

ganizers expect 

5,000+ Atten-
dees from 30+ 

countries includ-
ing Commercial 

and Defense Op-

erators, CEOs 
and high-level 

decision-makers, 
Government and 

Industry Program 

Managers, Policy 
Makers and Sci-

entists, Research-
ers and Students. 
 

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T S  
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Rural Economic Development in Ruidoso:  One Job At A Time 
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Economic Development 
in Ruidoso is faced with 
challenges, even in ro-
bust economic condi-
tions. 
Being a rural, tourist 

driven, resort, second 

home market; Ruidoso 

often struggles for the 

leftovers from large ur-

ban development incen-

tive funding. When 

faced with these numer-

ous challenges, The 

Ruidoso Valley Eco-

nomic Development 

Corporation has maxi-

mized existing re-

sources to create eco-

nomic based jobs, one 

job at a time.  The 

RVEDC understands 

the likelihood of a major 

employer locating to the 

community is unlikely 

yet still possible. There-

fore, the RVEDC have 

established successful 

and cohesive partner-

ships with the local 

branch of Eastern New 

Mexico University, the 

Small Business Devel-

opment Center and the 

local branch of The De-

partment of Workforce 

Solutions.  The RVEDC 

strategy is to align a se-

ries of core initiatives 

with “in-demand” indus-

tries and careers for 

New Mexico supplied by 

Workforce Solutions. 

RVEDC, Workforce So-

lutions, ENMU and the 

Small Business Devel-

opment Center then 

build qualified applicants 

from the local level 

through education, small 

business and profes-

sional skills training pro-

grams. Raising the 

qualified skill level of lo-

cal residents has been 

an excellent way to not 

only place them into “in-

demand” professions 

but this also serves as 

an attraction for pro-

spective employers. 

This strategy applies not 

just for Ruidoso but for 

all of Lincoln County, 

most of which is rural. 

The strategic partner-

ships provide the same 

skills training to be per-

formed online and even 

via video classes for 

those who cannot feasi-

bly commute to Rui-

doso.  The RVEDC 

played a major role in 

founding Film Lincoln 

County and seized the 

opportunity to help bring 

the UNM Lobos to Rui-

doso for their Fall Train-

ing camp. Ruidoso and 

Lincoln County has be-

come a premier destina-

tion for high altitude 

training, equestrian, 

mountain biking, road 

cycling and all-around 

outdoor sports and rec-

reation. The Lincoln 

County Renewable En-

ergy Initiative is on track 

by hosting the very first 

Lincoln County Renew-

able Energy Conference 

last May. ENMU have 

since designed course-

work for construction 

trades and technology 

to align with this in-

demand initiative. That 

being said, Ruidoso and 

Lincoln County are open 

for business , creating 

jobs , one job at a time. 

This article was submit-

ted courtesy of By: 

Eugene Heathman, 

President, Ruidoso Val-

ley Economic Develop-

ment Corporation 

www.rvedc.org 

Eugene Heath-
man, President, 
Ruidoso Valley 
Economic  
Development 
Corporation 
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Calendar of Partnership Activities 

Below is a list of activities in which the Partnership will participate in. 
Please contact us at your earliest convenience if you are interested in 

joining us. 

 
 

• August 16-20: Southern California Sales Mission 

• August 24-26: AUVSI’s Unmanned Systems North Amer-

ica Conference—Denver, CO 

• September 26-29:  IEDC—Columbus, OH 

• September 30-Oct. 1:  Cleveland, OH Sales Mission 

• October 12-14: Solar Power International 2010, Los An-

geles 

• October 18-22: East Coast Sales Mission 

 

117 Gold Avenue SW 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Phone  (505) 247-8500 

Fax (505) 338-1117 

Our Mission: 

We are committed to attracting competitive, quality com-
panies to the State of New Mexico; generating good pay-
ing jobs, increasing capital investment and providing a 
platform for enhancing and sustaining the State of New 
Mexico’s economic vitality 
 

Our Goals: 

• To partner with the New Mexico Economic Develop-
ment Department and local economic development 
organizations to develop and implement an effective 
research and target marketing program 

• To aggressively market New Mexico’s competitive 
benefits to targeted markets 

• To facilitate an effective prospect management proto-
col to ensure achievement of performance metrics 

 

Jobs. Investment. Opportunity. 

This Newsletter created by Lea J. Harrison, Director or Marketing & Communications  


